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our community’s seniors. His was indeed a 
crusade of love and commitment that maxi-
mized understanding and compassion for 
countless destitute families who severely lack 
the financial wherewithal to have their elder 
members’ welfare move up through the lab-
yrinth of the bureaucracy. 

Under his leadership many lives have been 
saved and countless families have been ren-
dered whole because of his dedication to cre-
ate accessibility to affordable elderly health 
care and welfare services. He was virtually the 
lone voice in the wilderness in exposing his 
righteous indignation over the hopelessness of 
countless senior citizens who through the var-
ious crises of poverty rendered them helpless 
before obtaining affordable quality health care 
and welfare services for them. 

Furthermore, he has been forthright and 
forceful in advocating the early recognition of 
the problems affecting the elderly population 
of our state. Under his tutelage, the Alliance 
for Aging, Inc. and other ancillary centers on 
aging and development disabilities have been 
established to provide outreach programs in 
various segments of our community. Together 
they have initiated educational programs for its 
elderly population long before the crisis was 
recognized, and federal, state and local fund-
ing became available. His knowledge of and 
sensitivity to Florida’s seniors knew no 
bounds, and he was likewise untiring in seek-
ing the appropriate elderly care guidance for 
them. 

In various articles on his role in facilitating 
upgraded quality service to our elderly popu-
lation, Mr. Stokesberry was genuinely lauded 
as an elderly care provider par excellence who 
has shown courageous leadership and ex-
traordinary vision, forcefully insisting that high 
quality services must be provided on behalf of 
our nation’s burgeoning senior citizens popu-
lation and must be constantly upgraded with 
constant community input and collaboration. 

The consecration of his life serves as an ex-
ample of how much difference a committed 
crusader like him can truly make on behalf of 
the less fortunate. Almost singlehandedly he 
has championed a career-long commitment to 
affordable quality senior care service for near-
ly three decades. 

In his stint as State Director of the Florida 
Office of Aging and Adult Services and on to 
his leadership role at the Alliance for Aging, 
Inc., Mr. Stokesberry ensured the provision of 
high quality, accessible senior care to the el-
derly population in Miami-Dade and Monroe 
counties. During those harrowing times of cut-
backs in health and social services funding for 
seniors at the federal, state and local levels, 
his innovative and uncompromising commit-
ment enabled his office to maintain its critical 
role, while leading efforts to ensure that pro-
gram effectiveness and a caring approach 
were not compromised. 

Mr. Stokesberry truly represents an exem-
plary community servant who abides by the 
dictum that those who have less in life through 
no fault of their own should somehow be lifted 
up by those who have been blessed with life’s 
greater amenities. As a gadfly among Miami- 
Dade County’s and the nation’s elderly care 
professionals, he is wont to prod his col-
leagues toward ensuring that both political and 
bureaucratic leadership must find a way to de-

velop programs in and of the community, de-
spite the risks. 

As one of those hardy spirits who chose to 
reach out to senior citizens from various seg-
ments of our community, Mr. Stokesberry thor-
oughly understood the accouterments of 
power and leadership. He wisely exercised 
them, alongside the mandate of his conviction 
and the wisdom of his knowledge. The crucial 
role he played all these years in developing 
affordable quality care for our seniors evokes 
a genuine humility as he is wont to say that 
‘‘. . . the accolades are not important. What is 
important is that my community receive the 
recognition of its strength amidst its diversity, 
and get the help for the disproportionate share 
of the problems our senior citizens confront 
everyday.’’ 

It is indeed an honor for me to have had the 
privilege of knowing this gentle and caring 
man. His word has been his bond to those 
who dealt with him, not only in moments of tri-
umphal exuberance in helping many of our el-
derly turn their lives around, but also in his re-
silient quest to transform Miami-Dade County 
into a veritable loving community. 

Tonight’s tribute is genuinely deserved! I sa-
lute Mr. John L. Stokesberry, a very dear 
friend, on behalf of a grateful community that 
he truly loved and cared for. I bid him now 
Godspeed on a well-deserved retirement. 
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Tuesday, June 19, 2001 

Mr. BENTSEN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the ‘‘26th Annual Houston Family 
Reunion.’’ In 1975, the children of Butler H. 
and Ida Bell Houston organized the very first 
‘‘Houston Family Reunion.’’ This annual week- 
long celebration culminates each year on 
Independence Day, July 4th. This year the 
Houston Family will meet in Houston, TX, at 
the Westchase Hilton and Towers. 

The Houston family’s roots sprout from the 
small town of Plant City, FL. This year, more 
than seven generations of Houston descend-
ants will travel to Texas from as far away as 
Illinois, California, South Carolina, Tennessee, 
Florida, Arizona, Georgia, and the District of 
Columbia. There are no obstacles too large or 
distances too far, to separate this family on 
the event of their annual family reunion. 

The Houston family is a very distinguished 
group of people. Among them are several pro-
fessionals; doctors, lawyers, accountants, and 
educators. The values of honor, integrity and 
education are deeply instilled in the Houston 
family. They place a strong emphasis on the 
importance of community involvement; hence, 
their involvement in the many Christian organi-
zations in Houston. 

This year’s reunion will highlight the current 
matriarch of the Houston family, Theodosia 
(Aunt Louvenia) Houston Knighten. Theodosia 
is the oldest living child of Butler H. and Ida 
Bell Houston. During this year’s festivities, Dr. 
Joe Reed, Sr., the family’s historian, will 
present an in-depth look at the family’s ances-
try. 

Unfortunately I will not be able to attend this 
year’s reunion; however, I extend my best 
wishes for a fun and memorable event. I also 
wish them continued success in future cele-
brations. 
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IN HONOR OF DR. THEODORE J. 
CASTELE, M.D. 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 19, 2001 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and celebrate a great man, Dr. Theo-
dore J. Castele, on his achievement of the 
2001 West Side Ecumenical Ministry’s 
Lamplighter Humanitarian Award. 

Dr. Castele, the first television news doctor 
in the country, has served the Cleveland and 
global community in many different capacities. 
He is most known for almost a ‘‘billion video 
house calls’’ where he discussed everything 
from the latest medical breakthroughs to the 
cure for a common cold. 

His professional duties led him much further 
than television. Dr. Castele is also affiliated 
with Case Western Reserve University where 
he has been Interim Associate Dean of Devel-
opment and Alumni Affairs, and is now chair-
man of the Dean’s Technology Council. Since 
1961, Dr. Castele has taught medical and sur-
gical interns at Lutheran Hospital and recently 
he began teaching at Fairview Hospital. His 
love of medicine and his true desire to help 
people in need have boosted his professional 
career to astounding heights. 

However, Dr. Castele is not only active in 
the medical community. He has contributed 
thousands of hours to countless community 
organizations including The Humility of Mary 
Health Care System, the Health Museum of 
Cleveland, The Boy Scouts of America, and 
many others. He was recently recognized by 
the American Medical Association for his out-
standing contributions to the community and 
was also named ‘‘Outstanding Man of the 
Year’’ by the Eagle Scout Association of 
Greater Cleveland. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring Dr. 
Theodore Castele for a lifetime of dedicated 
service. Dr. Castele has remained active in 
the medical and local community his entire 
life. His love has touched so many in Cleve-
land. I am proud to have such a dedicated 
community leader in my district and wish him 
the best of luck in the future. 
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HONORING MATT PATRICK 

HON. MARK UDALL 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, June 19, 2001 

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the service of Matt Patrick, 
former Executive Director of the Boulder 
County AIDS Project (BCAP). After having 
served the people of Boulder for nearly six 
years, Matt has left BCAP to become Program 
Officer for the Gill Foundation, based in Den-
ver. With him serving as director, BCAP expe-
rienced an evolution of philosophy. 
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